Abstract. An increasing number of people from various countries have seen tourism as a chance to develop local economy and quality of life. The article presents the results of the analysis of tourism potential of Gryfino County in Western Pomerania in Poland and confronts them with how it is perceived by the residents. Although the county abounds in great tourist attractions, both of natural and cultural nature and is favourably located in geographic terms, tourism is developing very slowly. In order to examine the reasons for the current situation, an attempt to survey the opinion of the local community on this subject was made by applying the method of Focus Group Interviews. The results emphasise the significance of local community for tourism development in a region.
Introduction
Tourism development in various regions is widely perceived as advantageous in multiple aspects (Niezgoda, 2011) : (a) economic -improving residents' quality of life; (b) socio-cultural -associated with establishing relations between residents and tourists; (c) infrastructure-service -improving infrastructure and quality of services offered to residents.
Extensive research on the attitude of local communities to tourism development are being conducted worldwide (Williams et al., 1995; Chandralal, 2010; Andereck, Nyuapane, 2011; Gosh, Sofique, 2012; Hanafiah et al., 2013; Shariff, Abidin, 2013; Gupta, Prakash, 2014; Marković, Klarić, 2015; Zeinali et al., 2015) , including Poland (Komorowska, 2003; Niezgoda, 2011; Sikorska-Wolak, Zawadka, 2011; Mika, 2013; Tucki et al., 2013; Głąbiński, 2014) .
The results of the research conducted so far indicate that most of the local communities present a positive attitude towards tourism development (Komorowska, 2003; Wang et al., 2006; Chandralal, 2010; Andereck, Nyuapane, 2011; Niezgoda, 2011; Sikorska-Wolak, Zawadka, 2011; Hanafiah et al., 2013; Mika, 2013; Zeinali et al., 2015) . There are, however, several factors differentiating the attitudes among the particular representatives of local communities. The researchers mention, among others: (a) the time of residence in a particular area and place of birth; (b) the strength of sense of local and regional identity; (c) the strength of commitment to the local community; (d) the attitude towards the type of tourist attraction (natural or socio-cultural).
Special conditions apply to the development of tourism in protected areas (Nyuapane, Poudel, 2011; Głąbiński, 2014; Brankov et al., 2015) , where the level of residents' ecological awareness is of greater significance than other factors.
As the researchers emphasise, there is a growing need to both examine and consider residents' attitudes towards tourism development, especially in those areas that are in its initial phase (Harrill, 2004; Sharpley, 2008; Chandralal, 2010; Niezgoda, 2011; Tucki et al., 2013; Marković, Klarić, 2015) . This is particularly important as local communities should not be seen as an obstacle to planning tourism development. What is more, residents should be educated since their negative attitude towards tourism development frequently results from prejudices and lack of knowledge.
What should also be taken into consideration in the planning process of tourism development are the specific, local factors that may contribute to various attitudes towards this phenomenon (Harrill, 2004; Sharpley, 2008; Niezgoda, 2011; Brankov et al., 2015; Zeinali et al., 2015) . As Marković and Klarić (2015) state, tourism develops primarily in touristically most attractive areas. Therefore, there are situations in which, acting in favour of tourism development, one tends to ignore local social conditions. These phenomena can lead to the excessive development of tourism in touristically attractive areas, without considering the socio-cultural conditions. What ought to be emphasised is the fact that it is the local community that largely determines tourism development in an area and, therefore, without detailed identification of the needs and expectations of its residents, sustainable development of tourism cannot be achieved (Harrill, 2004; Niezgoda, 2011 , Mika, 2013 ). Doxey's Irridex constitutes one of the most common indicators applied to assess the attitudes of residents towards tourism development (Harrill, 2004; Wang et al., 2006; Niezgoda, 2011 ).
Doxey's Irridex is one of the attempts to present the changes in residents' attitudes towards the development of tourism in a region. It is claimed to prove and justify the need for conducting research on the social determinants related to tourism development. The research results may significantly contribute to the success of measures taken within the planning process of tourism development with the benefit for both the environment and the local community.
A review of recent literature on the research on attitudes of residents towards tourism development leads to the conclusion that it is the quantitative approach that is most commonly applied and the data are collected through surveys (Williams et al., 1995; Komorowska, 2003; Harrill, 2004; Chandralal, 2010; Niezgoda, 2011; Andereck, Nyuapane, 2011; Hanafiah et al., 2013; Mika 2013; Shariff, Abidin, 2013; Tucki et al., 2013; Głąbiński, 2014; Brankov et al., 2015; Marković, Klarić, 2015; Zeinali et al., 2015) . The qualitative approach is, on the contrary, very rarely used, and involves individual interviews, focus group interviews and participant observation (Gupta, Prakash, 2014; Maneenetr, Tran, 2014) .
When conducting their studies on social phenomena related to tourism, some researchers emphasise the need to use various research approaches, both quantitative and qualitative (Walle, 1997; Alejziak, 2008; Głąbiński, 2015) . Trutkowski (1999) presents an interesting opinion which constitutes the justification for conducting qualitative research. As he states, "in order to understand why people make certain choices, you should ask them about it and allow them to use their own categories when responding -let them show us the reasons for their behaviours and their own interpretations of the expected results. " Focus Group Interviews (FGI) belong to one of the more frequently used qualitative research methods. A focus group interview, commonly known as a 'focus' , is "an informal discussion led by a group of selected people on a chosen topic that refers to specific situations which are familiar to these people" (Lisek-Michalska, Daniłowicz, 2007: 16) . The method involves gathering a few (from 6 to 9) people in one place and conducting discussions on a particular topic in the presence of a moderator. As emphasised by the researchers, the study results are characterised by the so-called typological representativeness (Lisek-Michalska, Daniłowicz, 2007; Maison, 2010; Lisek-Michalska, 2013) . This means that the results can be generalised for a group of people who meet certain criteria that a 'focus' determines. Lisek-Michalska (2013) points out that Source: Own elaboration based on: Harrill, R., 2004: 6-7; Wang, Y., Pfister, R. and Morais, D., 2006: 412; Niezgoda, A., 2011: 111 'focuses' should be applied in those situations in which a researcher seeks the responses to 'Why' questions.
Gryfino County, located in western Poland near the border with Germany, is the area of considerable tourism value. Local authorities, interested in the further development of tourism in the region, are seeking answers to the question why, despite such considerable tourist potential, tourism economy has remained in the early stages of development for a long time. This article is an attempt to provide answers to the following questions: 1. What tourist potential does Gryfino County represent? 2. How is this potential assessed by the residents? 3. Why is the county tourism economy developing so slowly despite such significant tourist potential?
The research questions posed in that way led to the conclusion that the Focus Group Interview should be one of the methods to be applied.
Identification of the county tourist potential
Gryfino County with an area of 1,869.1 km 2 is the largest county in the West Pomerania Province. It includes the areas of Wełtyń Plain, Beech Forest, Lower Oder Valley and the western part of Myślibórz Lake District, which is located in the so-called 'Oder's knee' -the westernmost region of Poland. The county combines both valuable natural assets, mainly in the form of the unique areas of Międzyodrze, and as many as three (out of seven in the region) landscape parks (Szczecin Landscape Park, Cedynia Landscape Park and Lower Oder Valley Landscape Park), as well as rich history, reflected in a number of exceptional historical buildings (Duda, Duda, 2008; . It was in this area where several significant European orders like the Templars, the Hospitallers, the Cistercians and the Augustinians were operating in the past. It is also a land of stone churches of the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries, unusual secrets about the legendary treasure of the Knights Templar and courts founded by old noble families. At the end of World War II the area also witnessed heavy battles that are commemorated in the form of war cemeteries, memorials and museums.
The current West Pomerania Province, including Gryfino County, covers the lands which the Danes, the Swedes, the Germans and the Poles were fighting for throughout centuries. Each of these nations have left their mark on the contemporary image of this land, which is visible in the material heritage that has survived the storms of history (architecture, urban systems, road network). What, however, defines the culture and tradition of a place is inseparably connected with the people who are able to create such a substance. As a result of the peace resolutions ending World War II, the sites were incorporated into Poland and, what followed, the population was nearly completely replaced. The settlers, who came from various regions of Poland, took the place of the Germans who had lived there before.
It is therefore difficult to define regional identity of its inhabitants that would be supported by specific habits or sense of separate traditions (Głąbiński, 2008) .
Fig. 2. Location of Gryfino County
Source: Own elaboration
The inventory of sightseeing resourcesmethodology and allocation of resources
In order to achieve an indexation and analysis of the county's tourist potential, a detailed inventory of sightseeing resources located within the analysed region has been taken. The inventory included all kinds of sights (both natural and historical-cultural ones, as well as infrastructural and organisational ones) that contribute to the tourist potential of the county and may be of interest to visitors. The inventory work was mostly carried out outdoors and each sight got its own inventory card. The list of resources was then completed with a reference to the listing conducted by the Office for the Conservation of Historical Monuments and Sites (the list of historic buildings, as well as historic settlements) and, in the case of natural objects, by the Regional Directorate for Environmental Protection and the Landscape Park Complex in Western Pomerania (the list of both animate and inanimate natural monuments, nature reserves and other forms of nature).
The paper mentions the allocation of resources that was made with reference to the criteria proposed by Kruczek et al. (2003) and the criteria introduced by Mikos von Rohrscheidt (2010) and supplemented by Duda (2014) that were specifically adapted to cultural resources. As the authors had assumed, in order to obtain a clear picture of the potential, the analysed resources were divided into types, groups and subgroups The basis was formed by six main types of resources and objects: natural and scenic ones, historical and cultural ones, historical memorabilia, culinary heritage resources and other forms of cultural life, tourist facilities and hiking trails. Each of these types was, additionally, internally divided into groups and subgroups which comprised the specific types of spots ( Table 1 ). The inventory results were finally presented graphically in the form of cartograms which show the intensity of the phenomenon (the number of sights in a particular category, in this case) in terms of the county (Fig. 3-5) . 
Natural-landscape resources
The Gryfino County area is characterised by an extremely diversified wealth of animate and inanimate nature. Its landscape was formed during the last Ice Age several thousand years ago. Its well-preserved glacial forms, numerous lakes, river valleys and a big number of boulders that have been left behind make the region one of the most picturesque ones in the whole province. What may confirm the uniqueness and high value of the county is the existence of three landscape parks, 14 nature reserves, 12 landscape complexes and up to 219 monuments of nature (including inanimate nature -boulders) within its area (Duda, 2014) . The inventory list, however, comprises not only the sights that are subject to protection, but also other peculiarities of nature, viewpoints, nature trails, dendrochronological and botanical gardens, as well as park complexes once located mostly nearby palaces and courts. Afforestation and lacustrine rate, which significantly affect the tourist attractiveness of a place, were the two additional elements subjected to analysis.
By and large, all communes of Gryfino County abound in both natural and landscape tourist attractions. The inventory makes it possible, however, to point out these areas where the value surpasses other areas in this respect (Fig. 3 ).
Historical-cultural resources
The area of Gryfino County has been a long-time border land (formerly of the Duchy of Pomerania and Neumark, now of Poland and Germany), whose shape was affected by various nationalities, cultures and chivalric orders that had arrived from Western Europe. The region is famous for a large number of old park and palace settlements, many monuments Source: Own elaboration commemorating important historical events (particularly the commonly known ones like the Battle of Cedynia and operations during World War II related to forcing the Oder), technical monuments and places of archaeological discoveries (Fig. 4) . The historical architecture of the region is particularly represented by a large number of stone (not quite correctly called granite) churches of the thirteenth and fourteenth century. Their number (74), as well as their state of preservation, are an exception in the whole Western Pomerania and form an informal 'Trail of stone churches in the county of Gryfino' . Some valuable equipment and medieval wall paintings have been preserved in many of them (including Wełtyń, Mętno, Czachów).
and Stargard). The county area also abounds in the relics of the Knights Templar and Hospitallers (including Swobnica, Banie, Rurka).
The sights associated with the events of World War II certainly belong to the important and particularly unique historical-cultural resources of the region. As many as 14 sights, including war cemeteries, museums, monuments and places have been mentioned within the so-called National Remembrance Trail. The site of the Battle of Cedynia fought in the 10 th century is also commonly known. A large part of the resources are places associated with historical legends. Moryń, to mention one of them, is famous for the Trail of Moryń Legends leading along the shores of Morzycko Lake.
The urban systems preserved in the county, along with their medieval fortifications (walls, gates, towers and observation points), belong to the most exceptional ones in the whole province. The most important and best-preserved ones include the settlements in Trzcińsko-Zdrój (one of the three full rings of medieval stone ramparts in the county), Moryń, Chojna, Mieszkowice and Gryfino.
The potential of culinary tourism and cultural events
Gryfino County is one of the several ones in the province that has its products listed in the ministerial list of traditional products and its regional products entered in the Culinary Heritage web (www.minrol.gov.pl). The first group includes honeys: the acacia honey of Cedynia from the area of Cedynia and Moryń communes, as well as the honeys of Chojna from the commune of Chojna. The communes that are rich in both regional products and places where this type of food can be tasted, are: Banie (2 products, including wines from the 'Turnau' vineyard -the only vineyard in Western Pomerania), Cedynia (1 product), Gryfino (1 product), Mieszkowice (1 restaurant), Moryń (1 product), Stare Czarnowo (2 products) and Widuchowa (1 product). The above-mentioned communes, additionally, abound in organic farms and farm tourism cottages that deal with, among others, creating and selling regional products.
Events, fairs and regional events largely contribute to the tourist attractiveness of a place. More than 70 different kinds of events are organised in The activities of former orders largely resulted in cultural and economic development of the region of Gryfino (Duda, 2010 . The Cistercians, who built one of the largest monastery complexes and religious settlements in Kołbacz (commune of Stare Czarnowo) as early as in the 12 th century, were of the greatest significance. The preserved buildings are still among the most valuable sights of not only the county, but entire Pomerania and northern Poland. The Cistercian complex in Kołbacz has been entered in the Register of Historical Monuments (as the third in the province, after Kamień Pomorski the county of Gryfino. These mainly include sports events (31 events -mainly in the communes of Gryfino -12, Chojna -6, Moryń -6, Trzcińsko-Zdrój -5 and Widuchowa -2). Historical re-enactments, which can be seen in the communes of Cedynia -2, Banie -2, Gryfino -1 and Mieszkowice -3, constitute an interesting tourist attraction. The communes of Chojna, Gryfino and Moryń, which hold the largest number of attractive events, tend to dominate in this regard.
Tourism development
Gryfino County area, due to its proximity to Szczecin and Germany, as well as its richness in natural and historical sites, is characterised by quite intensive tourism activity, especially during the periods of summer, spring and autumn. However, the accommodation facilities are not well developed, which may mean rather short stays of tourists in the region. The communes which have the biggest number of such facilities are Gryfino (14) and Moryń (9). Facilities classified as hotels are located only in Cedynia and Moryń. The majority of the remaining ones are guesthouses, private rooms and farmhouses (mostly in the communes of Gryfino -14, Moryń -8 and Mieszkowice -7) (Fig. 5) .
The pro-tourism activity infrastructure, such as all kinds of labelled trails, well-organised bathing resorts, tourist centres and equipment rentals, can be encountered in all communes of Gryfino County. Their frequency and number, however, is not equal and it varies greatly among communes.
Tourist trails (hiking and biking) are among the infrastructural elements of the so-called tourist facilities that are most attractive to tourists. When it comes to the county, most of them are located in the areas of landscape parks and Szczecin Landscape Park "Beech Forest" (the commune of Stare Czarnowo) which belongs to the richest in marked trails one. What constitutes an important and unique element of the county's tourist area are also thematic cultural routes, some of which are parts of the large international track systems, for example the European Route of Brick Gothic, the Cistercian Route and the Trail of the Hospitallers and the Knights Templar.
The possibility of tourism development as perceived by the residents of Gryfino County
The research, which applied the method of Focus Groups Interviews, was held in September 2015. According to Maison (2010) , in order to obtain reliable results, at least 2 'focuses' should be carried out. One of them took place in Gryfino (7 persons) and the second one in Moryń (9 persons). The invited participants were professionally connected with, or otherwise interested in, the development of tourism in the county of Gryfino. In Gryfino, the meeting was attended by two members of NGO tourist associations, two tourism entrepreneurs and 3 municipal officials responsible for tourism. In Moryń, in turn, the meeting was attended by 2 entrepreneurs, 3 activists of local associations and 4 employees of municipalities. This was the way in which the researchers met the typological representativeness criteria. Having applied the FGI, the researchers tried to clarify three main issues related to the development of tourism in the county: 1. How do those people, involved in tourism development in the county, evaluate the tourist assets and infrastructure as well as the way of using them? (Fig. 3, 4) .
The respondents emphasise the fact that various types of natural assets can be found within the area of the county. The foregoing phenomenon also applies to the employees of local government administration.
"There is just such a problem that even the employees of individual communes, including county residents, do not know what attractions they have here. "
Some respondents themselves admit to have a low level of knowledge on the assets of the county. "Because I simply do not even know what sights we have. Ashamed to admit it. "; "It's about the Gryfino area because the rest of the county is unknown to me. " The inhabitants' low level of regional identity was emphasised by all the participants of the FGIs in both Moryń and Gryfino. This view is confirmed in the literature, as the inhabitants of Western Pomerania, who were relocated to the area after the Second World War, have still not formed their new territorial awareness (Leoński, 2003) .
As the FGI participants emphasise, the promotion of tourism development in the county should be started from increasing the level of consciousness among its residents. "It's all about making the residents aware and instilling it in them, because we have to start from the residents, so that we may further promote, they must believe that it's beautiful here, that it's worth living here. " The issue of residents' attitude towards the development of tourism is discussed by, among others, Williams et al. (1995) . They state that those residents who reside in a particular area for a shorter period of time, more willingly identify with the natural values rather than the cultural ones. Therefore, it is believed that the promotional activities in the county of Gryfino should be firstly directed to the residents and emphasise the natural values. The issue of raising the residents' awareness is connected with the question of the proper promotion of tourist sights which, in turn, affects the use of the county's tourist potential. Unfortunately, the promotional activities are viewed as woefully inadequate. The local government representatives' assessment of the cooperation and coordination of activities is clearly very negative. The participants consider it to be a serious problem. "This cooperation does not exist. We will really pickle ourselves in our own juice of some misunderstandings and lack of cooperation. We should talk about this because it is quite a serious problem. "; "There is no cooperation in simply promoting ourselves as Gryfino County. "; "Thinking about it, so that those communes of ours would not necessarily so much overlap, that is, consistency again, because it's a pity. It could be staggered within the whole holiday period and we could entertain people in this way. "
What is more, there is competition between the communes, rather than cooperation. This phenomenon is also very negatively perceived. "There is no coordination in any activity, there is even competition. "; "It rarely happens that the communes work together, including in the field of tourism or promoting the sights for instance. "; "How to run a bicycle path across the communes' borders? The rule is that they rather lead it to the borders and do not care about the rest, let the others worry. "
The lack of trust on both sides is reported to constitute the basic problem in the cooperation between the tourism industry entrepreneurs and local government administration. The foregoing views were, above all, expressed by the entrepreneurs and representatives of NGOs, i.e. those most interested in the development of tourism. This is probably due to the expectation that the development of tourism industry may have a positive impact on residents' living standards and to a sense of pride of living in a touristically attractive area. This aspect is mentioned by various authors (Harril, 2004; Wang et al., 2006; Andereck, Nyaupane, 2011; Hanafiah et al., 2013) , who claim that, at the initial stage of tourism development, the attitudes of inhabitants are uniquely positive.
As the FGI participants state, it is the weakness of NGOs which work to promote tourism that mainly contributes to this non-beneficial cooperation. "There are probably no longer any non-governmental organisations of tourism in the commune. "; "There are few NGOs working in our area. Generally, it is seen that there is a kind of stagnation in our society. People would want much but are not eager to give something. "; "The cooperation is all about money. "
According to the respondents, the weakness of the non-governmental organizations results from, among others, their lack of awareness that tourism can be an important area of life in the coun- Despite all the foregoing problems and inadequacies within the cooperation of particular entities, the respondents call for the need for changes and coordination at the county level. "There isn't an organization that would sometimes convene these NGOs. So that this cooperation would not only be at the commune level, so that the documents at the county level and at the regional level would be created. "; "The county should definitely invest in it and work on the cooperation, the exchange of ideas and promotion of the region. "
The above-presented opinions indicate that the entrepreneurs and NGO representatives believe that the level of public participation in the development of tourism is very low in the county of Gryfino. The significance of public participation in shaping tourism policy is clearly emphasised in the literature (Arnstein, 1969; Beunen, de Vries, 2011) . What is crucial for the success of these activities is the increase in the activity on the social part in the creation and implementation of tourism development plans. Unfortunately, as some of the analysed area's respondents claim, the authorities do not sufficiently understand this need.
The problem of public awareness was once more mentioned when assessing the role of tourism in the economy of the county. The respondents noted that tourism development was conditioned by increasing the residents' awareness. (2015), among others, emphasise a particularly positive perception of the economic importance of tourism in the areas with a low level of its development. Presented opinions clearly confirm that, when it comes to the county of Gryfino, tourism is at an early stage of development and is, therefore, seen as one of the most important factors to improve the quality of life.
In the opinion of the gathered respondents, some measurements to change the mentality of local communities should be taken. These opinions refer to the views represented in the literature that highlight the positive role of tourism in shaping territorial identity. This particularly applies to areas where tourism is poorly developed (Wang et al., 2006; Andereck, Nyaupane, 2010; Chandralal, 2010; Hanafiah et al., 2013) .
The discussions resulted in some ideas on the basis of which segments of the tourism market could be most interested in coming to the county of Gryfino. The respondents indicate, among others, the day trippers of cognitive motivations. There is no investment so there are no tourists. " This conclusion confirms the earlier assertion that, as the respondents claim, the main problem in the development of tourism is poor cooperation between the stakeholders. Unfortunately, the chances for economic and social success are small without good cooperation between the government, business and NGOs (Arnstein, 1969; Beaumont, Dredge, 2010; Chandralal, 2010; Andereck, Nyuapane, 2011; Tucki et al., 2013) .
Discussion of findings -confronting the existence of the tourist potential and social conditions
The analysis of the presented material prompts to provide answers to the research questions raised at the outset. Firstly, the county of Gryfino has numerous and significant tourist attractions of both nature and culture. Undoubtedly, the current tourism infrastructure, especially hotels, is not very well developed and does not allow the county to fully use the existing opportunities in receiving tourists. Furthermore, despite favourable external conditions resulting from the vicinity of large cities (Szczecin, Berlin), other tourist services are also not sufficiently developed. The reasons for this situation are mainly to be seen in the ambivalent attitudes of the residents who, on the one hand, perceive the tourist assets, especially those of a natural character but, on the other hand, do not want to see the assets of a cultural nature. These attitudes also result in a lack of cooperation between the authorities of individual communes and tourist entrepreneurs and NGOs.
This, in turn, adversely affects the development of tourism infrastructure and promotion of the particular communes. There may be several reasons for such attitudes among residents. One of them is probably the fear of promoting tourist attractions that cannot be identified with the history of Poland, i.e. the history of the county's current residents. As already mentioned, after the end of World War II, this region witnessed a complete replacement of the population. What is more, the Oder River, which had been the economic axis of the area, became a border river between Poland and Germany. The county residents claim that the areas west of the Oder are, in terms of tourism development, at a far more advanced stage. As the previously presented Doxey's Irridex indicates, the evolution of the residents' attitudes towards the development of tourism was interrupted on the east side of the Oder. The tourism infrastructure which existed in the area before and the social behaviour patterns have changed completely. It was not until 1989, i.e. the beginning of the profound socioeconomic changes in Poland, that the current county of Gryfino abandoned developing tourism whose aim was to establish the appropriate patriotic attitude of the new residents of these areas. It was inspired and controlled by the authorities and was to shape the regional identity of the new residents. As Leoński (2003) states, this was the way in which the so-called identity of the façade that is characterised by the detachment from reality and the need to be guided by external dictates, was created.
Due to the fact that after 1989, when Poland entered the path of free market economy and there was a shortage of political and administrative factors controlling tourism, the previous model of tourism development in the area collapsed. A new stage in the development of tourism was initiated and it continues till today. The residents are currently building their new identity and, therefore, their new attitudes towards tourism development are also in the process of formation. Referring to the opinion of Williams et al. (1995) , it can be stated that the present residents identify with the tourist values of a natural character, rather than with the cultural ones. This situation is, however, undergoing some changes as evidenced by the positive statements on the cultural heritage given by some FGI participants. Both the lovers of sightseeing and those born and raised in the area of successive generations of residents consider this part of the West Pomeranian Province as their 'little motherland' .
Poland's accession to the European Union in 2004 constituted yet another factor contributing to the change in attitudes towards the existing assets and, hence, the development of tourism. The Oder between Poland and Germany slowly ceases to divide and more and more numerous common, cross-border cooperation initiatives are being set up. As a result, some new sections of the European thematic routes were delineated: the European Route of Gothic, the Cistercian Route and the Trails of the Knights Hospitallers and the Knights Templar. Owing to these actions, the attitudes of considering the existing cultural heritage of this area as a part of the cultural heritage of Europe are becoming increasingly visible among the residents. The European culture is our common heritage and thus it also characterises the current residents of Gryfino County.
What should, thus, be expected is that the area with such rich tourist assets will soon enter the path of tourism development and, with the proper operation of local authorities taking the interests of the local community into account, it will be tourism tailored to the specific circumstances of the natural and cultural values of the area.
In conclusion, one may notice that confronting the analysis results of the tourism potential and the residents' attitudes towards the development of tourism on the example of the county of Gryfino, as well as applying the method of FGI, allowed for an in-depth analysis of the problem and showed the adequacy of the application of the presented research approach.
